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Jeff Robinson spends time with his son, Kyle, 12, at a neighborhood baseball ﬁeld on June 7.
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Flag Day today
The American flag was born
on June 14, 1777. First U.S. flag:
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President Obama
vowed again Friday to help Iraq’s
government ﬁght insurgents who
are closing in on Baghdad, while a
senior defense official told USA
TODAY that American air power
options are limited.
“The United States will do our
part, but understand that ultimately, it’s up to the Iraqis, as a
sovereign nation, to solve their
problems,” Obama told reporters
at the White House.
The president added: “We will
not be sending U.S. troops back
into combat in Iraq.”
A senior defense official said
U.S. air power options in Iraq are
limited because the closest aircraft that could wage a bombing
campaign against Islamist militants who have captured several
of the nation’s largest cities are at
least 800 miles away.
The insurgents — the Islamic
State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL),
an al-Qaeda splinter group —
started their offensive Monday.
They are trying to create an Islamic territory that includes Iraq
and Syria. They have taken Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest city, and
Tikrit, the birthplace of former
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.
WASHINGTON
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MEASURING CHILD SUPPORT

Their websites send a clear
message: “Divorce for men” or
“Men only. Family law only.”
Law ﬁrms that champion
men’s rights — and particularly
those of fathers — are a growing
breed across the USA, marketing
themselves to men who are increasingly empowered in their
role as dads. More state legislatures are rethinking child custody
laws amid the latest research
showing that fathers are important to their children’s physical
and emotional well-being.
As the nation marks Father’s
Day on Sunday, evidence is growing that when marital bonds sever or cohabiting couples with
children split, more men are unwilling to accept the visitation
and child-support arrangements
of yesterday and are doing what
they can to remain relevant in
their kids’ lives.
“Guys are living in a world
where there are equal rights in
the workplace. They live in families where their wives’ pay is as
much as theirs. Now, they’re be-

Mothers

Fathers

Gender and financial details
of custodial parents1:

82%
18%
Child support payments
received (in billions):

$19.5
$2
1 – The custodial parent is the parent with
whom the child(ren) lived during the
survey interview when their other
parent(s) lived outside the household.
Source Census report Custodial Mothers
and Fathers and Their Child Support:
2011, released October 2013
JANET LOEHRKE, USA TODAY

coming insistent that their role
be respected in family court and
that the traditional stereotypes
have to go,” says Joe Cordell, cofounder of a St. Louis-based law
ﬁrm whose website notes its “dedication to leveling the playing
ﬁeld for men in family law cases.”
Jeff Robinson, an IT manager

in Allen, Texas, hired a men’s
ﬁrm when his 27-year marriage
broke up. His two daughters,
Amanda and Jessica, are 24 and
21. But son Kyle, 12, is a minor.
“My fear was to be kicked out
of my home, and she’s going to
try to keep my son away, and (I)
have to ﬁght for any visitation,”
says Robinson, 52, whose divorce
became ﬁnal last June.
At Seattle-based ﬁrm Goldberg
Jones (with offices in Portland,
Ore., and San Diego), co-founder
Rick Jones says clients “know
they’ve only got one shot. Clients
come to us with the security of
knowing that’s the mind-set we
come in with already.”
Custody laws vary so much
across the USA that “shared custody” in one state doesn’t necessarily carry the same provisions
in another, family law attorneys
say. Cordell & Cordell’s lawyers
say some states have changed the
language of their statues from
“sole custody” and “joint custody” to terminology such as “parenting
time”
or
“legal
decision-making.”
And though some states — including Arizona, Colorado, Delav STORY CONTINUES ON 2B

“Guys are living in a world where there are equal rights in the workplace.
They live in families where their wives’ pay is as much as theirs. Now,
they’re becoming insistent that their role be respected in family court and
that the traditional stereotypes have to go.”
Joe Cordell, co-founder of a St. Louis-based law ﬁrm

Pregnant women urged to eat ﬁsh
Liz Szabo

@LizSzabo
USA TODAY

Federal officials for the ﬁrst
time are recommending that
young children and pregnant or
breastfeeding women eat a minimum of two to three servings a
week of ﬁsh that is low in mercury in order to give them important health beneﬁts.
Current guidelines, released a
decade ago, focused on limiting
the amount of ﬁsh consumed by
women who are pregnant or
breastfeeding, due to concerns
about contamination from methylmercury, which can cause brain
damage, especially to developing
brains, said Elizabeth Southerland of the Environmental Protection Agency, which released
the new guidelines along with the
Food and Drug Administration.
That advice apparently scared

New guidelines focus on the
beneﬁts of low-mercury ﬁsh.
a lot of women into avoiding ﬁsh
altogether. Research has shown
that 21% of pregnant women ate
no ﬁsh at all in the past month,
said Stephen Ostroff, acting chief
scientist at the FDA. Even among
women who consumed ﬁsh, half
ate fewer than 2 ounces a week.
But ﬁsh contain heart-healthy
oils, such as omega-3 fatty acids,
said Edward R.B. McCabe, medical director of the March of

Dimes Foundation. There’s also
limited evidence that ﬁsh oils
may promote a baby’s brain development.
“There are so many women
who are missing out on the beneﬁts,” Southerland said.
So now, instead of telling these
women to eat no more than two
servings of ﬁsh a week, officials
advise them to eat at least two
servings and up to three servings
a week of ﬁsh that’s low in mercury. Officials continue to advise
women to avoid four ﬁsh with
higher mercury levels: shark,
swordﬁsh, king mackerel and tileﬁsh from the Gulf of Mexico.
Those four ﬁsh make up less than
2% of ﬁsh sold in the USA, Ostroff
said.
Fish that are lower in mercury
include shrimp, pollock, salmon,
canned light tuna, tilapia, catﬁsh
and cod, he said.
Contributing: Elizabeth Weise
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President Obama says Iraq
must solve its own problems.

Iraqi cleric issues
a call to arms

Urges citizens to resist extremists
who are eyeing Baghdad. 2B

To be effective, airstrikes
would require the Iraqi army to
engage insurgent forces on the
ground, said the official, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity because details of potential air power options are not
authorized to be released publicly. U.S. warplanes are not close
enough to conduct such a campaign, he said. “We have basically
left Iraq,” the official said.
Airstrikes in Iraq without an
objective would be meaningless,
the official said. If the objective is
to roll back the gains of ISIL, then
a determined ground offensive
would be required, something the
White House has ruled out. Warplanes could help accomplish
that objective but not complete it.
Obama said the planning for
any type of American action “is
going to take several days.”
The insurgents are about 100
miles from the Iraqi capital of
Baghdad. The Iraqi military has
been unable to stop them.
At the White House, Obama
said the ISIL “poses a danger to
Iraq and its people, and, given the
nature of these terrorists, it could
pose a threat eventually to American interests, as well.”
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Cleric issues call to arms as Iraq unravels
Muslim extremists are eyeing Baghdad

Ammar Al Shamary
and Gilgamesh Nabeel

Special for USA TODAY

Iraq edged closer to
the prospect of full-blown civil
war Friday as a top Shiite Muslim
cleric issued a call to arms against
Muslim extremists who are continuing their military campaign
to supplant the government.
In his sermon in Karbala,
Sheikh Abdul Mahdi al-Karbalai
urged citizens to resist the forces
of the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant, an al-Qaeda splinter
group that overran Mosul, the
country’s second-largest city, as
well as other towns in the past
week after encountering little resistance from Iraqi troops.
“Citizens who are able to bear
arms and ﬁght terrorists, defend
their country and their people
and their holy places, should volunteer and join the security
forces to achieve this holy purpose,” al-Karbalai said. “He who
sacriﬁces for the cause of defending his country and his family and
his honor will be a martyr.”
In Baghdad, Iraqis were heeding the cleric’s call. Former army
officer Mohammed Saled, 45, was
BAGHDAD

waiting to enter a military
recruitment center that has been
swamped for the past two days
with men eager to defend the
capital from ISIL militants, who
have vowed to take the city.
“All Iraqis must get ready to
ﬁght those criminals who have no
agenda except killing the innocent,” Saled said.
As the representative of Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, leader of
Iraq’s Shiites, al-Karbalai threatened, with his sermon, to further
divide Iraq along sectarian lines.
Many Sunni Iraqis believe embattled Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki has unduly favored his fellow
Shiites, who make up the country’s largest religious community.
The ISIL’s goal is to establish a
new Sunni country that would
straddle the current border between Iraq and Syria, where ISIL
forces are ﬁghting President
Bashar al-Assad in that country’s
civil war. The group was linked to
al-Qaeda until internal disputes
led to its separation this year.
Experts believe the Iraqi
army’s poor showing reﬂects how
its Shiite officers are reluctant to
ﬁght determined Sunni ﬁghters
in Mosul, Tikrit and other Sunnidominated cities.

ISLAMIC MILITANTS GAINING IN IRAQ
Iraqi military forces have not been able to prevent the al-Qaeda inspired Sunni militant group ISIL from
taking control of major Iraqi cities.
CITIES AND TOWNS CONTROLLED BY ISIL
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“ISIL has built up a head of
momentum. Then, as it approaches other towns or cities,
the security forces there panic,
knowing that they are not wellequipped to ﬁght or repulse the

militants,” said Matthew Henman, manager of IHS Jane’s Terrorism and Insurgency Centre in
London.
That pattern continued as the
extremists captured Jalula and

v CONTINUED FROM 1B

WHY THE SHIFT?

One reason for the interest in fathers getting their due, suggests
Alan Boudreau, who teaches at
Northern Illinois University’s
College of Law in DeKalb, Ill., is
that many of today’s lawyers and
judges come from homes where
divorce played out.
“They were children of divorce
at a time when the presumption
was very much (that) the mother
would stay in the marital home
and have pretty much full-time
custody of the kids, and the father
would have visitation and maybe
some overnights,” Boudreau says.
“I think those kids — when divorcing — want a different experience for their kids than they had.”
The recession accelerated this
trend, he says.
“You’ve seen more households
that had two working parents,
and if a parent was out of work, it
happened to be the father, and he
was therefore taking over more of
the parenting duties,” Boudreau

KATE PATTERSON FOR USA TODAY

Kory Borde, 44, and his son Cole, 11, grill chicken and hot dogs for dinner on their back deck.
says. “This has changed, in many
ways, men’s relationships to their
children, and that has been reﬂected in some of the growth of
ﬁrms catering to men and fathers’
rights.”
But not all attorneys think
these niche ﬁrms have the right
idea. Katharine Maddox, a family
law attorney in Vienna, Va., represents “both sexes but slightly
more men,” she says. And she
worries that this men’s mind-set
“promotes the gender war and
can promote more conﬂict in the
divorce and custody arena when
you’re focusing on gender.”
“Whether I represent a man or
a woman, I’m going to ask, ‘Have
you been involved in schooling?
Have you taken the child to doctor’s appointments? Do you volunteer in school?’ ” Maddox says.
“I do think men overall face an
uphill battle. I don’t think it’s
equal, nor do I think it’s right or
fair. But when you’re presenting
your case to a judge or trying to
negotiate a settlement, you have
to focus on the parenting as opposed to the gender.”

“Fathers have very
strong emotional
and even physical
connections with
their children.”
Author Paul Raeburn

Data support these changing
perceptions:
uA Pew Research Center
study found that almost 2 million
fathers in 2012 reported being a
“stay-at-home” dad, up from 1.1
million in 1989. Although 23% of
stay-at-home fathers in 2012 said
they were home because they
couldn’t ﬁnd work, the sharpest
increase in the reasons for being
home was among fathers who
were caring for their family. In
1989, only 5% of stay-at-home fathers said they were home for
that reason; in 2012, it was 21%.
uChanges in custody are
shown in a new study based on
court records in Wisconsin, published online last month in the

journal Demography. Researchers
reviewed all divorce records involving minors from 1986 to
2008, totaling 9,873 cases. In that
period, mothers receiving sole
custody dropped from 80% to
42%, while instances of equal
shared custody increased from
5% to 27% and unequal shared
custody rose from 3% to 18%. An
additional 9% are fathers with
sole custody, and the remaining
4% is split custody with multiplechild families and different arrangements for each child.

CUSTODY OUTSIDE
OF MARRIAGE

Author Paul Raeburn of New
York City says one goal of his new
book, Do Fathers Matter? What
Science Is Telling Us About the
Parent We’ve Overlooked, is to update old thinking with fresh facts.
“The new science of fatherhood shows that fathers have
very strong emotional and even
physical connections with their
children that are very important
for their children’s healthy developments and even for lowering

Sadiyah, two towns on the border
with Iran, about 70 miles north of
Baghdad. Upon entering the city,
the ﬁghters portrayed themselves
as liberators protecting residents
from the central government.
their risk of disease and obesity
and for supporting their mental
health,” he says.
For fathers such as Kirk Hamilton, 30, of Broken Arrow, Okla.,
who had not married the mother
of his two older daughters, now 8
and 3, not having to deal with a
divorce simpliﬁed the process.
“It made it a little easier, because when you’re married, you
have to divide assets and the
house, and it would have prolonged the litigation and made it
more expensive had we been
married,” says Hamilton, a senior
claims adjuster who is now married with an infant daughter.
Cordell says cohabiting fathers
have “no deﬁned rights at the
outset. They have to take an offensive step.”
“Unlike a husband, they have
to bring an action in court to be
able to establish rights. Once they
do take that step, the court is very
open-minded and doesn’t consider that person a second-class father just because they were not
part of a marriage,” he says.
Kory Borde’s divorce was ﬁnal
in 2006. He didn’t use a men’s law
ﬁrm. But Borde, 44, of Ashburn,
Va., says a major concern when
he and his ﬁrst wife separated
nine years ago was not to relinquish the involved father role he
had played for his two sons, now
11 and 13. “I wanted to maintain
the normalcy in their lives as best
as possible,” he says.
Maria Cognetti of Camp Hill,
Pa., president of the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, started practicing law 36
years ago. “Moms were staying at
home, and in the court’s eye, that
made them the better parent,”
she says.
“Now, what you’re seeing is the
court is very much open to a request for a 50-50 — true shared
custody,” Cognetti says. “Are they
just automatically granting it?
No, and neither should they be.
What ﬁts one set of facts and one
set of children doesn’t ﬁt another.”
Corrections & Clarifications
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Men make
gains in
custody
decsions
ware, Missouri and Maine — have
taken steps to be more genderequal in their decision-making,
no state is considered “a beacon
of being father-friendly,” according to Cordell & Cordell.
“Custody decisions vary not
only state to state, but even greatly within a state and within a
county from judge to judge,” says
Jennifer Paine, an attorney in
Ann Arbor, Mich.
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CELEBRATION FOR BUDDHA

ently driving them out of buildings they had occupied in the city.
About 100 soldiers emerged
triumphantly from the previously
rebel-occupied buildings, shouting the name of their battalion
and singing the Ukrainian national anthem. They also destroyed
an armored vehicle and a heavy
truck used by the separatists.

A year ago, civil rights lawyer
Pu Zhiqiang was earning accolades in the Chinese media for his
work pushing for the abolition of
labor camps. On Friday, Pu made
headlines again — but this time
for being arrested by Beijing police on charges that fellow activists say are trumped up in an
attempt to silence the vocal government critic.
The dramatic turnaround
highlights the thin line that activist lawyers often ﬁnd themselves
having to walk if they seek to
drum up public support for
causes that embarrass the ruling
Communist Party.

USA TODAY is committed
to accuracy. To reach us,
contact Standards Editor
Brent Jones at 800-8727073 or e-mail accuracy@usatoday.com.
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content online or in the
newspaper.

100,000 CELEBRATE AT GAY
PRIDE PARADE IN TEL AVIV

AFGHANS TO VOTE FOR NEW
LEADER AMID ATTACK FEARS
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Afghans choose a new president Saturday in a runoff election
between two candidates who
both promise to improve ties
with the West, combat corruption
and guide the nation with a
steadier hand than outgoing leader Hamid Karzai.

The Taliban, who have intensiﬁed attacks ahead of the vote, issued a new warning to stay away
from the polls. Afghan troops
stepped up security sharply,
erecting
more
checkpoints,
searching cars and banning
trucks from the streets of the cap-
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ital, Kabul.
UKRAINIAN TROOPS DRIVE
REBELS OUT OF MARIUPOL

Ukrainian troops attacked proRussia separatists Friday in the
southern port of Mariupol, appar-

Shirtless Israeli men, colorfully
dressed drag queens and others
partied Friday through central
Tel Aviv as tens of thousands of
people took part in the city’s annual gay pride parade, the largest
event of its kind in the Middle
East.
Tel Aviv is one of the few
places in the Middle East where
gays feel free to walk hand in
hand and kiss in public. The city
has emerged as one of the world’s
most gay-friendly travel destinations in recent years, in sharp
contrast with the rest of the
region.
From wire reports
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